Caries prevention--a continuing need.
The frequently iterated, optimistic view of the demise of caries is not supported by the epidemiologic data. What is in evidence is a changing pattern of caries in developed countries. Among the young there is a polarisation in prevalence with 20 per cent of the children experiencing 70 per cent of the decay. The ageing population is at increasing risk because of longer tooth retention and exposure of root surfaces. A realistic view would envision control rather than extinction of caries with enhancement of current methods of combating tooth decay and more effective employment of multiple anticaries strategies.